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REF: STATE 122126; TEL AVIV 3680 

1. SUMMARY, OUR INQUIRES SUPPORT INDICATION REPORTED TEL 
AVIV 3680 THAT ANY ISRAELI DISCRIMINATION AGAINST ARAB 
COUNTRIES ON IMPORTS AND RELATED MATTERS IS BASED ON EXISTENCE 
OF STATE OF WAR. REGULATION OF TRADE WITH JORDAN VIA BRIDGES 
PRESUMABLY FALLS UNDER TRADING WITH ENEMY LAW CITED THAT 
MESSAGE. WEST BANKERS ALSO COMPLAIN OF ARBITRARY SYSTEM 
THAT FROM TIME TO TIME PROHIBITS SALE IN ISRAEL OF VARIOUS 

W.B. PRODUCTS (MAINLY AGRICULTURAL) IN COMPETITION WITH ISRAELI 
PRODUCTS, BUT BASIS FOR SUCH PROHIBITION NOT CLEAR. END 
SUMMARY. 

2. INFO AVAILABLE FROM WEST BANK SOURCES INDICATES THAT 
REGULATIONS APPLICABLE TO DIRECT IMPORTS INTO ISRAEL (OR 
ISRAELI-CONTROLLED TERRITORY) FROM ARAB STATES RELATE TO 
STATE OF WAR EXISTING BETWEEN ISRAEL AND ARAB STATES. IT 
WOULD APPEAR, THEREFORE, THAT THEY MAY BE BASED ON TRADING 
WITH ENEMY LAW CITED TEL AVIV 3680. WE ARE ALSO TOLD THAT 
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REGULATIONS GOVERNING IMPORTS FROM JORDAN VIA BRIDGES DIFFER 
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FROM THOSE GOVERNING IMPORTS DIRECTLY INTO ISRAEL PROPER. 

E.G. VIA HAIFA. FORMER APPARENTLY ARE MORE RESTRICTIVE 
IN THAT PERMITS MAY BE REQUIRED FOR IMPORT ONTO WEST BANK IN 
CASES WHERE NONE REQUIRED FOR IMPORT DIRECTLY INTO ISRAEL. 
INFORMANTS UNABLE PROVIDE SPECIFICS BUT DISTINCTION PROBABLY 
RELATES TO FACT THAT IMPORTS ONTO WEST BANK INEVITABLY 
COME FROM JORDAN, AN "ENEMY" STATE. SOURCES BELIEVE THAT 
IN PRACTICE ACTUAL ISSUANCE OF IMPORT PERMITS IS DETERMINED 
MAINLY BY ISRAELI PROTECTIONIST TRADE POLICY RATHER THAN 
ORIGIN OF GOODS. 

3. QUESTION OF ISRAELI BAN ON DIRECT IMPORTS TO ISRAEL FROM 
ARAB COUNTRIES OTHER THAN JORDAN WOULD NOT APPEAR TO ARISE 
AS PRACTICAL MATTER, SINCE SUCH TRADE GENERALLY NOT PERMITTED 
BY ARAB COUNTRIES IN ANY EVENT. AS FOR IMPORTS VIA JORDAN, 

ARAB COUNTRIES AND ISRAEL BOTH SEEM TO IGNORE WHATEVER BANS 
MAY EXIST WHEN IT SUITS THEIR PURPOSES. FOR EXAMPLE, WEST 
BANK IMPORTERS BUY SOUVENIR ITEMS MADE IN SYRIA. SYRIA 
PRETENDS END-USER IF JORDAN, AND ISRAEL TREATS ITEM AS THOUGH 
ORIGINATING IN JORDAN. 

4. WE ARE NOT FAMILIAR WITH PERTINENT ISRAELI BANKING 
REGULATIONS BUT AS PRACTICAL MATTER ANY GOODS SHIPPED TO 
ISRAEL VIA ARAB COUNTRY WITH LETTER OF CREDIT FROM ISRAELI 

BANK WOULD PROBABLY NOT REACH DESTINATION SINCE ARAB COUNTRIES 
BAN SUCH TRADE. ARAB IMPORTERS ON WEST BANK WISHING TO OBTAIN 
GOODS FROM ARAB COUNTRY GENRALLY HAVE GOODS SHIPPED TO 
JORDAN ON LETTER OF CREDIT ISSUED BY AMMAN BANK. GOODS 
ARE THEN RE-EXPORTED TO WEST BANK. 

5. WEST BANKERS CLAIM PROBLEM OF ISRAELI DISCRIMINATION 
AGAINST ARAB GOODS IS NOT ONE OF INTERNATIONAL TRADE BUT ONE 
BETWEEN ISRAEL AND ARAB WEST BANK. THEY TELL US ISRAEL 
PROHIBITS SHIPMENT AND SALE OF WB GOODS IN ISRAEL THAT COMPETE 
AGAINST ISRAELI GOODS. ACCORDING TO EAST JERUSALEM ARAB 
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE, PROHIBITED ITEMS ARE LARGELY AGRICULTURAL 
AND VARY WITH SEASON. IN RESPONSE TO C OF C PROTEST AGAINST 
ARBITRARY SYSTEM, SOURCE SAID CUSTOMS OFFICIAL DENIED EXISTENCE 
OF BAN AND AGRICULTURE MINISTRY OFFICIAL SAID LIST OF BANNED 
ITEMS COULD NOT BE PUBLISHED BECAUSE IT CHANGED ALMOST DAILY. 
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CONSIDERABLE PRODUCE EVADES CONTROLS BUT WHEN FOUND IS CON 
FISCATED BY GOI CUSTOMS OFFICIALS. BASIS FOR CONTROLS NOT 
CLEAR, BUT IF GOI VIEWS WEST BANK AS TECHNICALLY JORDANIAN, 
TRADING WITH ENEMY LAW COULD APPLICABLE. 

6. WE UNFORTUNATLEY UNABLE OBTAIN TEXTS OF ANY PERTINENT 
REGULATIONS, BUT EMBASSY TEL AVIV MAY WISH TRY TO OBTAIN 
MORE PRECISE INFOR RE TRADE VIA BRIDGES FROM MILGOVT 
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AUTHORITIES. WE WOULD ALSO BE INTERESTED IN ANYTHING MORE 
AUTHORITATIVE IT CAN LEARN ABOUT REGULATIONS ON SHIPMENT 
TO AND SALE IN ISRAEL OF W.B. PRODUCTS. 

JONES 
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